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PARKSVILLE -- When vacationers book holiday accommodation, the goal is often to upgrade. 
 
The last thing they desire is a replica of their own home (royalty excepted). They want to 
exchange those faded flannel PJs for the fuzziest bathrobes money can buy, the economy-sized 
bottle of Pert Plus for fancy miniature shampoos and the front yard (undoubtedly due for a 
mowing) for the soothing seashore. 
 
That resort-grade luxury is the goal at The Beach Club, currently under construction in Parksville. 
 
A hybrid project, The Beach Club comprises of 89 quarter-share suites and 56 full-time 
residences. 
 
Occupying the former site of the 1917-built Island Hall, The Beach Club is situated right in the 
heart of Parksville on the waterfront. 
 
While the cedar and stone architecture falls into the West Coast contemporary category, 
Parksville-based sales representative Ernie Tysowski says the goal is to preserve one aspect of 
the perennially popular old Island Hall: its spirit. 
 
"Parksville beach has been famous for years and years as a place where families came back 
year after year," he says. 
 
The hope is that the same annual ritual will continue at The Beach Club. 
 
Adds George Hare, who is marketing the project: "It is the best sand beach on the east coast of 
Vancouver Island, and its proximity to Vancouver makes it valuable." 
 
In the quarter share model, owners are entitled to one out of every four weeks, or 12 weeks a 
year. When they're not taking advantage of their time, they can have the room rented out of their 
behalf by a management company. 
 
"When you become an owner here, you are an owner in a hotel," explains Tysowski. 
 
In addition, the quarter-share units -- divided between a nine-storey tower and beachfront villas -- 
include a studio off the main apartment-style living area. These smaller, rental-ready units 
resemble basic hotel rooms and can be locked off and used independently. 
 
"The big room can be rented out while you're using just the studio or vice versa," says Tysowski. 
 
Tysowski isn't just a salesperson. He bought a penthouse in The Beach Club and raves about the 
quarter share option. 
 
"It's way more affordable. People only have so much holiday time a year anyway. 
 
"And because you're buying quarter ownership you usually get a nicer property than what you'd 
perhaps be able to afford otherwise. 
 
"I think it will be mostly rented out but one or two weeks a year I'll probably block my time and 
take a little holiday in my own backyard," he says. 
 



There is also the investment angle. 
 
"They've already gone up in value," reports Hare. "We can anticipate that they'll go up simply 
because they're not making any more beachfront properties." 
 
Additionally, WestJet flies into Comox, making The Beach Club easily accessible to Alberta 
buyers. 
 
The first of its kind on the downtown Parksville waterfront strip, The Beach Club offers all of the 
amenities you'd expect at an upscale hotel: a check-in lobby, indoor pool and hot tub with ocean 
view, fitness club, spa and gourmet restaurant. 
 
A private owners' lounge with a library, billiard table and bar is an added perk that, according to 
Tysowski, is not to be underestimated. 
 
"If it's going to be the second week of July . . . okay, well you're going to see the Simpsons, they'll 
be back every time same as you. 
 
"As we all know, when we were kids, when we went on camping on holidays that's where we met 
some pretty neat life long friends," he says. 
 
Like the "friend" Tysowski met at Madge Lake, Saskatchewan. 
 
"I was 15 years old. She was a much older woman -- 16," Tysowski laughs. 
 
"The brazen hussy!" 
 
What types can you expect to find milling about the owners' lounge? Aging baby boomers looking 
for a second home or recreational spot, sand-seeking families and locals with an eye for 
investment. 
 
As for the interiors, the quarter share units are decorated by interior designer Kimberly Williams. 
 
"The suites are beautifully furnished in very warm colours with fireplaces, huge windows and it's 
furnished right down to the corkscrew, which makes it very convenient," says Hare. 
 
Three beds -- two queens in the studio and a king in the master bedroom -- provide ample 
sleeping arrangements. The living room couch is also a sofa bed. 
 
Entertaining is a breeze as there is no shortage of seating, including some rich fudge leather 
pieces. 
 
Other interior highlights include fir cabinetry, West Coast art, a powder room with a raised basin 
and a spacious ensuite with heated floors and an oversized shower. 
 
"I like calling this one a drive-thru shower," quips Tysowski. 
 
A triad of 27-inch TVs with DVD players and a basket of classic board games await drizzly days. 
 
But even inclement weather can be turned into a cozy experience, says Tysowski. 
 
"Put on nice warm clothes, walk on the beach, come in and soak in your tub, enjoy the fine dining 
and hit the hot tub," he suggests. 
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