


Craig Bay part of massive boom on Vancouver Island
COMMUNITY: You don't have to leave to enjoy yourself
BY JEANI READ STAFF REPORTER

Craig Bay is just one of many resort-like developments on the suddenly very hot real estate
market on the Vancouver Island coast.

This former sleepy-village holiday getaway island strip is being transfor med into a swath of
condos and cabinstyle homes that take advantage of a great natural setting, create a relaxed,
“take-a-break” mentality — and often add sleek decor details indistinguishable from much of
Yaletown.

Enormous publicity is being devoted to Parksville’s new Beach Club community, which stands
where small, charming holiday beach hotels from the '50s have finally given up the ghost. The
ambitious project includes a condo tower as well as beachfront villas and a luxe owners’ club.

Nor far away, Craig Bay is an older community that has been growing for years.

Developer Intracorp’s handling of this is a perfect example of what can be achieved in one of
these new communities: The $115-million, 430-home development is a collection of Cape Cod-
style homes on a seaside hill with lots of views; parks and walking or jogging trails as well as the
beaches right at hand; a spa minutes away; golf courses all over; guest cottages for visitors
available at low fees; and on-site design studio so homeowners can customdesign kitchens,
bathrooms and open space and add special features such as wine cellars and movie theatres.

Lots of folks are finding they're busier than ever with all activities that are available.

For Joan and Cal McCully, Craig Bay was a delightful “hidden secret” they're delighted they
found 6 1 /2 years ago.

The whole community is still a few months short of completion, but when the McCullys took
early retirement and made a beeline from Coquitlam to find a seashore spot like the ones they'd
always loved, they landed a 3,000-square-foot, two-level home with a view at Craig Bay.

They were tired of doing all the maintenance their own home required, so the strata life was the
life they sought.

And, as they had a small family, they were looking not only for seashore but for a good social life.
Craig Bay was ideal.

“When we found Craig Bay, we just fell in love with it,” says Joan.

“We thought it would be a nice social environment. Craig Bay is a lifestyle. We don’t have to go
out to enjoy ourselves.” A key element of the lifestyle here is the clubhouse.

“It's a unique, beautiful West Coast design, and has a woodworking room, a pottery room, an
outdoor hot tub, swimming pool open from May to September and tennis court. We really are
having lots of fun,” says Joan.

There’s a club for everyone — yoga club, wine club, gardening club, sewing club, exercise club,
poker club and mah-jong club — and a lot of artists.

And, says Joan, every time somebody new moves in, it seems they dream up yet another club.

Cal plays tennis and likes the woodworking room in the clubhouse, and they bike all over the
big property and beyond.

The two, who are downsizing to a one-floor home they’re currently building here, celebrated their
50th anniversary this summer.

They gave a nod to nostalgia by going out for burgers at the A&W at lunchtime

“We grew up on Teenburgers,” Joan says fondly.

But the real party? Yes, at the clubhouse.

Even though the 410 homes are virtually all sold — to people from all over the world — Craig Bay
is still a quiet retreat from the crowd.

“Some evenings you walk down to the beach and there’s hardly anybody on it,” says Joan. “It's
almost like a private beach. Every day we think how lucky we are.”
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The Vancouver Island coast is being transformed by a swath of developments such as Craig Bay.

Craig Bay has an on-site design studio so homeowners can customdesign kitchens, bathrooms
and open space and add special features such as wine cellars and movie theatres to their strata

property.



